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preaching two great economic and moral truths, "that
food can only be got out of the ground, and happiness
only out of honesty/' and he was anxious to demon-
strate the feasibility of an experiment upon these lines.
The fundamental position of agriculture as the basis
of national life impressed him with ever greater force
precisely because the spirit of the age was against it,
and was driving the agricultural population from a
healthy and useful life upon their native soil into the
noxious atmosphere of the large industrial towns, to
engage in a wild, wasteful, and selfish struggle for
existence. The work of St. George's Company was
first designed as a practical protest against this demoral-
ising tendency. To raise a fund in order to buy some
land which should be cultivated by manual labour,
with as little (water-driven) machinery as possible,
worked thoroughly so as to bear the fullest increase,
the labourers to be paid fixed and sufficient wages,
to live in cottages of their own, with sound education
for their children upon Ruskinian lines, and every
opportunity of wholesome recreation for themselves,
was the scheme as it took early shape. The fund itself
was to serve the purpose of a noble charity, an act
of higher justice by which persons of means might
contribute a tithe of their annual income to the salva-
tion of society. As "Fors" advanced, so the practical
scheme took wider character: idle hands were to be
set upon reclaiming barren soil, townfolk were to be
invited to return " back to the soil/' young couples of
the higher classes, who were willing to accept a rough
life, were to be welcomed. There was to be a skilled
overseer appointed by the Trust, the tenants were to
build houses for themselves under certain restrictions, that considerable cheapness of produc- implies the legi-eligious policy, and of a
